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In accordance with § 40, paragraph 2 in conjunction with § 88 paragraph 1, 
clause 2 of the Saxon Universities Act of 10th December 10 2008, the faculties 
of the TU Bergakademie Freiberg have passed the following: 
 

Regulations of the Faculties for the award of Doctorates at the 
Technische Universität Bergakademie Freiberg  

(16th March 2010) 
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I. REGULAR CONFERRAL OF DOCTORATES 
 

§ 1 
Doctorate and Supervisor 

 
(1) The doctorate is proof of the ability to achieve results which constitute the 
development of a branch of knowledge, its theories and methods by one’s own 
independent academic work. 
 
(2) In the course of the doctorate, apart from the above, specialist knowledge is 
deepened and extended to additional fields and additional interdisciplinary 
qualifications are gained. 
 
(3) A doctorate at the TU Bergakademie Freiberg is only possible: 

1. if the university has at least one full-time university lecturer either working in 
this field or who is able to cover a significant part of an interdisciplinary field 
and 

 
2. if a university lecturer (Professor, Junior Professor, Associate Professor 

who, in accordance with § 65, paragraph 1, clause 3 of the Saxon Universi-
ties Act, has the membership rights of a university lecturer) is willing to su-
pervise and assess the thesis (supervisor). Academic assistants and re-
search associates can be assigned the independent supervision of a doc-
torate by the Faculty Board if they provide evidence of a habilitation. In ex-
ceptional cases the Faculty Board can assign the independent supervision 
of a doctorate to exceptionally qualified scholars who hold a doctorate, even 
without proof of habilitation. 

 
(4) To structure the doctorate phase, a supervision agreement can be made 
between the supervisor and the graduate student. The supervision agreement 
must at least contain the research and learning objectives, a timetable and a 
work plan and details of annual reports. 
 
(5) Unless there are conflicts of confidentiality, cosupervisors can be named in 
the supervision agreement. They should bring, in addition to the supervisor, 
other specialist aspects into the work on the dissertation and thus give further 
suggestions. Cosupervisors can be university lecturers or habilitated scholars of 
the TU Bergakademie Freiberg or other universities who, with regards to 
content, bear relation to the topic of the doctorate. Cosupervisors can also be 
representatives of industry, organisations or research institutes with an interest 
in the topic of the doctorate, e.g. a praxis-mentor in accordance with § 15 
paragraph 1. The cosupervisors are to be regularly informed in the form of the 
annual reports and should be invited to attend presentations at PhD colloquia or 
group seminars and asked for their comments. 
 
(6) A doctorate procedure is structured as follows: 

1.  opening of the doctorate procedure 
2.  evaluation of the thesis 
3.  passing the viva or evidence of an equivalent academic achievement 
4.  public defence of the thesis 
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5.  award of the doctoral degree 

An admission procedure (§ 7) precedes the doctorate procedure. 
 
 

§ 2 
Doctoral degree 

 
(1) The doctorate procedures are carried out on the basis of the TU Bergakad-
emie's right to award doctorates from its faculties in conjunction with the Centre 
of Advanced Study and Research. The faculties award for the university the 
following academic degrees: 
 

1. Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science 
 doctor rerum naturalium (Dr. rer. Nat.) 
 Doktor-Ingenieur (Dr.-Ing.) 
2. Faculty of Chemistry and Physics 
  doctor rerum naturalium (Dr. rer. Nat.) 
 Doktor-Ingenieur (Dr.-Ing.) 
3. Faculty of Geosciences, Geo-Engineering and Mining 
 doctor rerum naturalium (Dr. rer. Nat.) 
 Doktor-Ingenieur (Dr.-Ing.) 
4. Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, Process and Energy Engineer-

ing 
 doctor rerum naturalium (Dr. rer. Nat.) 
 Doktor-Ingenieur (Dr.-Ing.) 
5. Faculty of Materials Science and Materials Technology 
 doctor rerum naturalium (Dr. rer. Nat.) 
 Doktor-Ingenieur (Dr.-Ing.) 
6. Faculty of Economics and Business Administration 
 doctor rerum politicarum (Dr. rer. Pol.) 
 doctor philosophiae (Dr. phil.) 
 doctor juris (Dr.jur.) 

 
(2) The academic degree “doctor philosophiae” can be obtained in the fields of 
Industrial Archaeology, History of Technology, Economic and Legal History, 
History of Science, Environmental History and Intercultural Communication. The 
academic degree “doctor juris” can be obtained in the fields of Mining Law, 
Technical Law, Environmental Law as well as Commercial and Company Law. 
 
(3) In recognition of special contributions to science, technology, culture and art, 
the faculties of the TU Bergakademie Freiberg can confer the degrees named 
above honorarily (doctor honoris causa). The letters h.c. are added to the doc-
toral degrees Dr. rer. Nat., Dr. phil., Dr. jur. or Dr. rer. pol. The letters E. h. are 
added to the doctoral degree Dr.-Ing. 
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§ 3 
Responsibility 

 
(1) The Faculty to which the candidate’s supervisor belongs is responsible for 
the doctorate. The Dean of that Faculty makes all decisions relating to the doc-
torate procedure unless these regulations give responsibility to the Doctorate 
Board or the Faculty Board. 
(2) For interdisciplinary doctorates, in which two Faculties are substantially in-
volved, the supervisor applies to for up to two university lecturers from the rele-
vant Faculty to the meetings of the Faculty Board. The lecturers must be from 
the field that the supervisor believes best complements the interdisciplinary sub-
ject area of the doctorate. 
 
(3) If an applicant intends to gain a doctorate in a graduate school of the Centre 
for Advanced Study and Research, this graduate school is to be consulted. Es-
pecially with decisions concerning procedures to establish eligibility, concerning 
cooperative doctorate procedures as well as viva substitution, the programme of 
study according to § 15 is to be taken into consideration. 
 
(4) The Centre of Advanced Study and Research is authorised to carry out the 
organisational preparation and handling of the doctorate procedure. 
 
 

§ 4 
Admission requirements for a doctorate 

 
(1) Candidates for a doctorate must have obtained: 
 

1.  a ‘Diplom’ degree, 
2.  a Master’s degree (Mastergrad), 
3.  a Master’s degree (Magistergrad) or 
4.  a state examination (Staatsexamen) 

 
unless paragraphs 2 to 4 rule otherwise. 

 
(2) Graduates with a Master’s degree from a University of Applied Sciences 
(Fachhochschule) or a Diplom degree from a University of Applied Sciences 
lasting at least eight semesters can, without giving further proof, be qualified to 
undertake a thesis, 
 

1.  if they have graduated with an above-average grade and obtain their 
doctorate: 

2.  a) via a cooperative procedure between the university and a University 
of Applied  Sciences (§ 6) or 

 b) within the framework of a structured doctorate according to the ruling 
of the Faculty Board or in a graduate programme of the TU Bergakad-
emie Freiberg (§ 15) 

 
In the case of a cooperative procedure, the graduate must be recommended for 
the doctorate by the Faculty Council of the cooperating University of Applied 
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Sciences. Proof of qualification to undertake a thesis is decided by the Faculty 
Board upon proposal of the supervisor. 
 
(3) Holders of a Bachelor’s degree, from a course lasting at least six semesters, 
can only be accepted if they: 
 

1. graduated with outstanding success, 
2. have completed the procedure to establish eligibility according to § 5 

and 
3. obtain their doctorate within the framework of a structured doctorate ac-

cording to the ruling of the Faculty Board or in a graduate programme of 
the TU Bergakademie Freiberg. 
 

The applicant should have graduated in a field related to the content of his/her 
thesis topic. 
 
(4) In the case of applicants with degrees from foreign universities, the respon-
sible Faculty Board, in consideration of equivalence agreements and recom-
mendations of the Central Office for Foreign Education, decide whether or not 
the requirements in paragraphs 1 or 3 have been complied with. 
 
(5) If the applicant has a degree in accordance with paragraph 1 which is not 
consistent with the branch of science of the doctoral degree, the responsibility 
of deciding which, if any, main subjects of the degree course should be suc-
cessfully completed before the opening of the doctorate procedure lies with the 
responsible Faculty Board upon proposal of the supervisor. 
 
 

§ 5 
Determination of eligibility for holders of Bachelor’s degrees 

 
(1) The eligibility process should determine whether or not the holder of a 
Bachelor’s degree is qualified in the intended thesis topic to the same level as 
the holder of a research-oriented Master’s degree or university Diploma degree; 
alternatively it should accomplish this qualification. 
 
(2) The eligibility process begins with the responsible Faculty Board establishing 
which courses need to be taken before admission for the doctorate. The cours-
es must take at least two semesters (60 credits) and at most four semesters 
(120 credits). Exceptions require the agreement of the Rector’s office or of a 
commission assigned by the Rector. The length of time for these courses 
should be ascertained through an overall assessment of the personal eligibility 
of the applicant. Special notice should be paid to the type and form (e.g. course 
length) of the Bachelor’s course. In the case of applicants with a Bachelor’s de-
gree from a foreign university, the equivalence agreements and recommenda-
tions of the Central Office for Foreign Education and the equivalent German 
grade are to be taken into account. 
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§ 6 
Cooperative doctorates 

 
(1) The basis of the cooperative doctorate procedure should be formed by an 
agreement between two university lecturers commissioned by the responsible 
Faculty Council of the University of Applied Sciences and the responsible Facul-
ty of the TU Bergakademie Freiberg. 
 
(2) In the agreement, additional studies in core subjects of the thesis topic, last-
ing no more than three semesters, can be decided on. These must be complet-
ed before the opening of the doctorate procedure. Acquisition of a university 
degree (as opposed to a degree from a University of Applied Sciences) must 
not be made a prerequisite for admission to a cooperative degree. 
 
(3) The agreement needs the approval of the appropriate Faculty Board of the 
TU Bergakademie Freiberg. Both university lecturers should take part in discus-
sions concerning the agreement. 
 
(4) The thesis should be supervised by a university lecturer from the TU 
Bergakademie Freiberg, either alone or together with a university lecturer from 
a University of Applied Sciences. 
 
 

§ 7 
Declaration of intent to begin work on a doctorate and the admission  

procedure 
 
(1) Admission to a doctorate is decided by the responsible Faculty Board, based 
on the applicants declaration of intent to begin a doctorate. The decision on 
admission should be arrived at and available to the applicant no later than three 
months after the submission of the declaration of intent. 
 
(2) The declaration of intent should be submitted, via the supervisor, to the rele-
vant Faculty. Apart from the declaration of intent itself, the declaration should 
include the following: 
 

1. a cv (résumé) with statements of personal and professional develop-
ment of the applicant. 

2. a degree certificate from a university/University of Applied Sciences in 
the relevant field, including grades of the final examinations, module 
grades, and if necessary the ECTS status or equivalent. 

3. proof of study course length corresponding to number 2, 
4. the envisaged topic of the doctorate 
5. a declaration of the acceptance of these regulations 
6. a declaration of possible previous doctorate attempts, currently open 

doctorate procedures or successfully completed doctorates, 
7. the start and anticipated completion of the doctorate applied for, 
8. the intended doctor title, 
9. the subject area of the doctorate, 
10. the approval of the supervisor(s) and 
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11. if necessary, an application for the substitution of the viva by equivalent 
academic achievements. 

 
The notice of intention should be submitted at the start of working on the doc-
torate. The thesis must be submitted at least two years after the notice of inten-
tion. During this time, the supervisor must meet the doctoral student a number 
of times for consultation. 
 
(3) An application for a doctorate will be rejected: 
 

1.  if the requirements in accordance with § 4 paragraph 1 to 3 are not ful-
filled, 

2.  if the notice of intent is incomplete and, despite requests, is not com-
pleted or 

3.  if the subject area cannot be assigned to a full-time university lecturer or 
a significant part of an interdisciplinary field cannot be represented by a 
full-time university lecturer. 
 

(4) If an application, in accordance with paragraph 2, clause 11 is submitted, the 
Faculty Board must decide which achievements are needed as a substitute to 
the viva. The applicant should be informed of this decision at the latest three 
months after submission of the application. 
 
 
II. DOCTORATE PROCEDURE 
 

§ 8 
Applying for a doctorate 

 
(1) The application must be made in writing through the Centre of Advanced 
Study and Research to the Dean of the Faculty at which the doctorate will be 
carried out. Multiple applications are not permitted. 
 
(2) The following documents must be attached to the application: 
 

1.  five copies of the thesis 
2.  a declaration in accordance with Appendix 4 
3.  an abstract of the thesis (maximum 12 lines) 
4.  a suggestion as to what main and subsidiary subjects should be exam-

ined in the viva or evidence of qualifications equivalent to the viva and, 
if not yet submitted, an application for a viva waiver. 

5.  a c.v. (résumé) with statements of personal and professional develop-
ment, 

6.  a list of scientific publications, 
7.  a police certificate, not more than three months old, stating that the 

holder has no criminal  record, or a declaration that such a certificate 
has been applied for and that the appropriate authorities have been 
asked to send it directly to the TU Bergakademie Freiberg in accord-
ance with § 30 Paragraph 5 of the Federal Central Register Act, 

8.  ten copies of the main ideas of the thesis, 
9.  the name of a proposed reviewer, approved by the supervisor, 
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10.  a proposal stating who will be on the Doctorate Board, approved by the 
supervisor, 

11.  the field of the doctorate, if this has changed since submission of the 
declaration of intent. 

 
(3) An application for a doctorate may be withdrawn as long as the Faculty 
Board has made no decision about the opening of the doctorate procedure. 
Once such a decision has been made, a withdrawal will lead to the suspension 
of the procedure and the candidate will be deemed to have failed the doctorate. 
 
(4) After the opening of the doctorate procedure, all documents submitted by 
the candidate become the property of the Technische Universität Bergakademie 
Freiberg, regardless of the outcome of the procedure. The supervisors may 
keep the copies of the thesis handed to them after the assessment has been 
completed. Only if the application has been withdrawn before the doctorate pro-
cedure has been formally opened does the candidate have the right to have all 
submitted documents returned, apart from the application for the doctorate and 
the notice of withdrawal. 
 
 

§ 9 
Opening the doctorate procedure 

 
(1) When an application for a doctorate has been submitted, the Centre of Ad-
vanced Study and Research checks that the documentation is complete. If the 
admission of the doctorate is in the cases of § 4 paragraphs 2 to 5 under the 
condition that the structured doctorate training or the additionally agreed study 
courses are to be accomplished, the Centre of Advanced Study and Research 
and, if necessary, the Dean will check the fulfilment of the condition. 
 
(2) After this assessment, the Dean takes the request to the following Faculty 
Board meeting. The Faculty Board opens the procedure with a formal resolution 
or rejects the application. If the application is accepted, two reviewers and a 
Doctorate Board must be appointed. The Faculty Board can in addition request 
further postdoctoral scientists to submit a review. If the supervisor is not a uni-
versity lecturer, he should be asked for a review. The Doctorate Board can be 
appointed at a later date but at the latest after submission of the reviewers’ re-
ports. If substitution of the viva has been applied for then a decision must be 
taken on the acceptance of the alternative qualifications. Otherwise the major 
and minor subjects of the viva must be determined and the examiners for the 
viva be named. 
 
(3) The opening of the doctorate procedure should not proceed: 
 

1.  if the doctorate application is incomplete and, despite requests, the 
documents are not completed, 

2.  if in the cases of § 4 paragraphs 2 to 3 the structured doctorate training 
is not carried out or no further proof of qualification to undertake a the-
sis is provided, 

3.  if in the case of a cooperative doctorate procedure the agreed additional 
study qualifications are not completed, or 



Non-official reading version 
TU Bergakademie Freiberg   15th July 2011 

 

11 
 

4.   if in the case of § 4 paragraph 5 the defined courses have not been 
rendered. 

 
(4) The applicant is informed in writing by the Dean within two weeks of the de-
cision-making of the Faculty Board. At the same time the assessment is initia-
ted. 
 
(5) If the Faculty Board rejects an application for a doctorate, the Dean must 
notify the applicant in writing of the reasons for the rejection within one month of 
the decision. The notification must be accompanied by an explanation of the 
applicant’s right of appeal. 
 
 

§ 10 
Doctorate Board and reviewers 

 
(1) The Faculty Board appoints a Doctorate Board and chooses a Chair. The 
Doctorate Board consists of the Chair, two reviewers, and at least two further 
full-time or retired university lecturers from the TU Bergakademie Freiberg as 
well as postdoctoral scientists in accordance with § 9 paragraph 2 clause 4 as 
members entitled to vote. Additionally, consulting members can be taken on. At 
most, half of the Board members eligible to vote may come from the same insti-
tute. Independence and impartiality of members must be respected during their 
appointment. 
 
(2) The Chair must be a full-time university lecturer at the TU Bergakademie 
Freiberg and must not be a reviewer in the doctorate in question. 
 
(3) University lecturers from Universities of Applied Sciences can also be ap-
pointed reviewers. In cooperative doctorate procedures this is compulsory. A 
primary reviewer must be appointed and this should be the supervisor. 
 
(4) In well-founded exceptions, a one-off nomination of a member of the Doc-
torate Board by the Chair without the authorisation of the Faculty Board is al-
lowed. 
 
(5) The Chair convenes the Doctorate Board and, in agreement with the super-
visor, determines the date for the viva and the public defence of the thesis. The 
Doctorate Board is quorate when at least two thirds of its members eligible to 
vote – of which the Chair and at least one reviewer, in the case of cooperative 
doctorate procedures the reviewer from the participating University of Applied 
Sciences – are present at the meeting. Abstentions in decisions relating to doc-
torates are not permitted. 
 
(6) Meetings of the Doctorate Board are not held in public. The members of the 
Doctorate Board are bound to secrecy. If they are not public sector employees, 
the Chair must bind them to secrecy. 
 
(7) The Doctorate Board has the following responsibilities: 
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1.  to decide whether to accept or reject a thesis in accordance with § 13 
paragraph 1 

2.  to determine the final grade of the thesis in accordance with § 12 para-
graph 2 

3.  to carry out the public defence and to decide the result and grade of the 
public defence in  accordance with § 16 paragraph 3 

4.  to propose a possible repeat of the public defence in accordance with § 
16 paragraph 4 

5.  to bring about a decision on the overall doctorate process including the 
determination of  the grade in accordance with § 17 paragraphs 1 and 
2 and the award of the degree 

6.  to keep a record of its own proceedings and decisions. 
 
 

§ 11 
Doctorate requirements 

 
(1) The doctorate consists of the following parts: 
 

1.  a thesis 
2.  a viva or comparable academic achievement in the framework of a 

structured doctorate in accordance with § 15 and 
3.  public defence of the thesis. 
 

(2) The thesis is a research paper authored by the applicant, in the intended 
subject area of the doctorate. The thesis is proof of the applicant’s ability, 
through independent academic research, to obtain results that develop the the-
ories and methods of a branch of science. Results from the thesis can, in con-
sultation with the supervisor, be published before the opening of the doctorate 
procedure. Details are regulated by the individual faculties for their fields. Re-
search that has been used for previous exams and graduation may not be used 
in the thesis. 
 
(3) The thesis must be submitted in German or English (Title page in accord-
ance with Appendix 1). If the Faculty Board decides that another language is 
permitted, then a six- to twelve-page summary of the thesis in German or Eng-
lish must be included. 
 
(4) The viva is an oral examination which provides proof of a candidate’s 
knowledge of the broader subject area; an Examination Board tests the candi-
date’s knowledge of a major and a minor subject. The major subject must be in 
the field or interdisciplinary area of the thesis. The minor subject of the viva 
must be clearly distinct from yet still meaningfully connected to the major sub-
ject. The candidate’s minor subject should normally be one that is represented 
by a full-time university lecturer at the TU Bergakademie Freiberg. The major 
and minor subjects are proposed by the candidate (§ 8 paragraph 2 number 4). 
The Faculty Board must approve the major and minor subjects and appoints an 
examiner (§ 9 paragraph 2). 
 
(5) Upon request, the Faculty Board can decide to substitute alternative aca-
demic requirements for the viva. Equivalent academic requirements are: 
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1.  completion of a structured doctoral training programme in accordance 
with § 15 or 

2.  completion of graduate study programme in accordance with § 15 of the 
Saxon Universities Act, as long as its regulations allow for a procedure 
for giving a final grade. 

 
(6) The candidate’s public defence of the thesis is a scientific presentation to a 
quorate meeting of the Doctorate Board, presided over by the Chair. The candi-
date must demonstrate the ability to expound the fundamental ideas of the the-
sis and to deal with any questions concerning its content. 
 
 

§ 12 
Assessment procedures 

 
(1) The judgement of the reviewers should normally be reported in writing within 
two months after having been requested. In justified exceptional cases, after 
consultation with the Dean of the Faculty, this period can be extended. 
 
(2) The reviewers assess the thesis with one of the following grades: 
 

“very good”  (1) (magna cum laude - especially commendable), 
“good”  (2) (cum laude - above average accomplishment), 
“satisfactory”  (3) (rite - meeting the required standards), 
“unsatisfactory”  (4) (non sufficit - not meeting the required standard). 

 
The thesis must be assessed in the form in which it was submitted. The as-
sessment of the thesis must not be made dependant on any later revision. The 
reviewers may recommend revisions be made to the thesis before it is pub-
lished. Any such changes must be approved by the Doctorate Board. These 
changes may not concern the scientific contents of the dissertation. 
 
(3) If the thesis is graded as “unsatisfactory” by one reviewer, the Doctorate 
Board can propose to the Faculty Board that an additional scientist is asked to 
give an opinion. 
 
(4) If the thesis is graded as “unsatisfactory” by both reviewers, the Doctorate 
Board rejects the thesis and the doctorate is considered to have failed. The 
Dean of the Faculty will proceed in accordance with § 13, paragraph 2. 
 
(5) After all the requested assessments have been submitted in writing to the 
Centre of Advanced Study and Research, the Dean of the relevant Faculty will 
arrange for the thesis to be displayed in the Centre of Advanced Study and Re-
search for a period of 14 days. During this time, any university lecturer or scien-
tist qualified as a university lecturer of the TU Bergakademie Freiberg may in-
spect the thesis. The Deans of the other faculties must be informed about this 
arrangement. The announcement should be made by a written notice or notifi-
cation via the intranet. The members of the Faculty Board are entitled to inspect 
all written assessments, including the proposed grades. The university lecturers 
and the candidate are entitled to inspect the assessments. The university lec-
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turers and the candidate may not see the proposed grades if either the review-
ers or the candidate object to their doing so. 
 
(6) All lecturers and scientists qualified as lecturers at TU Bergakademie 
Freiberg have the right to submit a written objection for or against the ac-
ceptance of the thesis, to the appropriate Dean of Faculty within the 14 day dis-
play period. The objection has to be justified in writing within 14 days of submis-
sion to the Dean of the Faculty. 
 
 

§ 13 
Decisions concerning thesis acceptance 

 
(1) The Doctorate Board decides about the thesis acceptance or rejection and 
the final grade at the end of the display period of the thesis and the assess-
ments but before the viva. The grades given by the reviewers, any comments 
and objections received and the Doctorate Board’s own view must be taken into 
consideration. 
 
(2) The doctorate will be judged to have failed if the thesis is not accepted. The 
Dean of the relevant Faculty is required to notify the candidate in writing of the 
rejection of the thesis and the reasons for it. This notification must be accompa-
nied by an explanation of the candidate’s right of appeal. 
 
 

§ 14 
The viva voce 

 
(1) The viva is not public. It takes place in front of an Examination Board con-
sisting of the examiner for the major subject, the examiner for the minor subject 
and the Chair of the Doctorate Board as Chief Examiner. The members of the 
Doctorate Board are also entitled to participate and vote. 
 
(2) The viva must last at least 60 and not more than 90 minutes. 
 
(3) The candidate must pass the viva before the public defence of the thesis. 
 
(4) The candidate’s performance in the major and minor subject will be given 
one overall grade in accordance with § 12 paragraph 2. The grade is deter-
mined by a majority vote of all the members of the Board of Examiners. 
 
(5) There must be a record kept of the major matters, proceedings and conclu-
sions of the viva. This record must be signed by the members of the Examina-
tion Board. The final grade is to be announced to the candidate at the end of the 
viva. 
 
(6) If failed at first attempt, the candidate may apply for the viva to be repeated 
within one year of the announcement of the overall grade. The major and minor 
subjects cannot be altered for the second viva. The Board of Faculty decides 
the application, taking account of the view of the Examination Board. A second 
repetition of the viva is not allowed.  
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(7) If the candidate fails to pass the viva the second time or if the application for 
second viva is rejected, the doctorate will have failed. The Dean of the relevant 
Faculty is required to notify the candidate in writing and set out the reasons for 
the failure. This notification must be accompanied by an explanation of the can-
didate’s right of appeal. 
 
 

§ 15 
Structured doctoral studies 

 
(1) The structured doctoral studies include the following elements: 
 

1.  completion of a subject-related study programme as well as obtaining 
additional interdisciplinary qualifications at least to the extent stated in 
paragraph 4, 

2.  conclusion of a Supervision Agreement between the supervising uni-
versity lecturer(s) and, if applicable, the co-supervisor and the graduate 
student in accordance with § 1 paragraph 4 and 

3.  contacts with a relevant professional institution (business, research in-
stitute etc.) or with a cooperating university if this is appropriate for the 
matter of the doctorate. This contact should entail a stay of the graduate 
student at the relevant institution as well as the regular information ex-
change with a tutor employed at this institution about the progress of 
the doctorate. 

 
(2) The structured doctoral training programme can be carried out within a 
graduate school. In this case, allocated doctorates run largely simultaneously 
and the graduate school determines the study programme. 
 
(3) The structured doctoral training programme can be carried out individually, 
i.e. without belonging to a graduate school. The individual programme of study 
is based on the guidelines set out by the Faculty Board. The offers of the Centre 
of Advanced Study and Research or other establishments should also be taken 
into account. 
 
(4) In the programme of study of the structured doctorate training, credits are 
acquired. One credit is equivalent to a workload of 30 hours (including prepara-
tion and follow-up). The viva can only be substituted if at least 15 credits have 
been gained. Of these, 4 credits must come from subject-specific courses that 
are graded. The faculties and graduate schools can make additional require-
ments and can decide on the relative proportion of subject-related programme 
of study and interdisciplinary qualifications. They can also decide on the re-
quirement and recognition of qualifications from Bachelor’s, Master’s or Diplom 
degree courses other than those qualifying the candidate to undertake a doc-
torate. The prerequisite for the recognition of achievements in courses from 
Bachelor’s, Master’s or Diplom degrees is that these achievements have not 
already been gained in the framework of those courses qualifying to undertake 
the doctorate. 
 
(5)  When graduate students teach they both enhance their subject-related 
knowledge and improve their skills for disseminating this content. Graduate stu-
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dents receive credits for their teaching activities. Up to six credits can be taken 
into account towards the credits required according to paragraph 4, sentence 2. 
Graduate schools can make rulings diverging for their fields. 
 
(6) Credits from courses at other German universities or equivalent 
‘Hochschule’ or institutes of the Max Planck Society or the Helmholtz Associa-
tion given specifically for graduate students will be recognized upon approval by 
the supervisor unless the responsible Faculty Board has made a contrary deci-
sion. Knowledge and qualifications gained at institutes not mentioned above will 
be decided upon by the Faculty Board. 
 
(7) The grade for the structured doctorate training programme is based on the 
graded courses in accordance with paragraph 4, sentence 4. 
 
 

§ 16 
Public defence of thesis 

 
(1) The date and the time for the public defence must be decided at least two 
weeks in advance. The candidate must be informed in writing and a public an-
nouncement made within university. The announcement should be made by a 
written notice or notification via intranet. Members of the Doctorate Board are 
invited to the public defence. The defence is normally to be carried out in Ger-
man or English. The Doctorate Board decides about exceptions. 
 
(2) The defence consists of a scientific presentation of normally 30 minutes, the 
evaluation of the thesis by the reviewers and a discussion. In the scientific 
presentation, the candidate is required to expound clearly the fundamental ide-
as of the thesis. In the discussion, the candidate must demonstrate a compre-
hensive knowledge of the subject and the ability to deal convincingly with its 
issues. All those present are entitled to ask questions during the discussion. 
The Chair may reject questions if they are not related to the subject. The candi-
date’s academic career will be read out prior to the defence. 
 
(3) After the defence, the Doctorate Board determines the result and the grade 
for the defence in accordance with § 12, paragraph 2. 
 
(4) If the Doctorate Board grades the defence as “unsatisfactory”, the candidate 
has the right to apply for a repeated defence within six months of the an-
nouncement of the grade. The Faculty Board decides the application taking into 
account the view of the Doctorate Board. The repeated defence must take place 
within 12 months of the candidate’s application. A second repeat of the defence 
is not allowed. 
(5) If the second public defence is unsuccessful or if the Board of Faculty rejects 
the application for a second defence in accordance with paragraph 4, the Dean 
of the Faculty must notify the candidate in writing. This notification must be ac-
companied by an explanation of the candidate’s right of appeal. 
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§ 17 
Classification 

 
(1) If the candidate successfully completes the public defence, the Doctorate 
Board will conclude immediately after the assessment of the defence the award 
of doctorate in the relevant subject. The Board determines the final grade of the 
doctorate taking account of the grades given for the thesis, the viva and the 
public defence. The final grade of the doctorate will be determined by majority 
vote of all members of the Doctorate Board. 
 
(2) A doctorate can be classified in one of the following grades: 
 
 “very good” (magna cum laude) 
 “good” (cum laude) 
 “satisfactory” (rite) 
 
An outstanding performance can be classified “with distinction” (summa cum 
laude) especially when all three parts of the doctorate have been graded “very 
good”. 
 
(3) Following the decision of the Doctorate Board, its Chair informs the candi-
date about the successful completion of the doctorate in the presence of the 
Doctorate Board. At a closed session of the Board from which the public is ex-
cluded, the candidate will be informed about the grade for the thesis, grade for 
the defence and the final grade. 
 
 

§ 18 
Publication of thesis 

 
(1) The future doctor (candidate, who has satisfied all three academic require-
ments: thesis, viva and public defence, but has not yet completed the formalities 
of publication) is required to make the thesis available to the academic commu-
nity. 
 
(2) This requirement is satisfied if, within one year of the public defence, the 
future doctor: 
 

1. hands in to the University Library two copies of a documentation card 
(forms are available from the Library); 

2. delivers to the University Library five bound copies of the thesis, free of 
charge (printed on durable, wood and acid free paper, with a title page 
set out in accordance with Appendix  2) for the archive; 

3. guarantees the distribution of the thesis by either: 
a) publishing the fundamental ideas and results of the thesis in a inter-

nationally recognized scientific journal, 
b) delivering to the University Library 20 additional copies of the thesis 

(75 copies for economics or humanities), free of charge, in the form 
of books, photocopies or microfiches; 
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c) providing proof that the thesis has been published by a commercial 
publisher in an edition of at least 25 books, with the publication 
identified as thesis on the reverse of the title page; 

d) publishing the thesis on the internet and sending the thesis and the 
accompanying metadata to the thesis archive of the Saxon State Li-
brary – State and University Library Dresden (Sächsische Landesbib-
liothek – Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Dresden). 

 
(3) In the cases from paragraph 2, letters b) and d), the University Library or the 
Saxon State Library – State and University Library Dresden gets the right to 
copy and publish the thesis or to make it available via information networks. 
 
(4) A University Library official will issue a receipt for the thesis which must be 
presented at the Centre of Advanced Study and Research. 
 
(5) In exceptional circumstances, if applied for in writing, the Dean of the rele-
vant Faculty may extend the deadline referred to in paragraph 2 (above). At the 
request of the supervisor, the Faculty Dean can decide on the publication ver-
sion 2 b) (above). If the future doctor culpably fails to discharge the obligations 
set out in paragraph 2 by the stipulated deadline then all rights acquired by the 
award of the doctorate are lost and the doctorate procedure terminates.  
 
 

§ 19 
Doctoral certificate 

 
(1) The Centre of Advanced Study and Research awards the doctoral certificate 
to the future doctor after all requirements in accordance with § 18 have been 
met. The document (see Appendix 3) contains: 
 

1.  personal details 
2.  the academic degree awarded 
3.  the title of the thesis 
4.  names of the supervisor and the reviewers 
5.  information about the viva or, if the viva was substituted, about the other 

scientific accomplishments 
6.  subject of the doctorate 
7.  the overall grade of the doctorate 
8.  the date of the award 
9.  the signatures of the Rector and the Faculty Dean 
10.  the official seal of TU Bergakademie Freiberg 

 
(2) The receipt of the doctoral certificate confers the right to use the title of Doc-
tor. 
 

§ 20 
Bi-national doctorates 

 
(1) A joint doctorate procedure with a foreign university/Faculty requires a bilat-
eral agreement with the university/Faculty and a doctorate admission at both 
universities. 
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(2) The agreement in accordance with paragraph 1 regulates especially: 
 

1.  supervisors of the bi-national doctorate at both universities; 
2.  the minimum research periods at each university; 
3.  methods of cooperation of both universities in assessing the doctorate; 

and 
4.  the method of certification of a successful doctorate and also designa-

tion of the doctoral title. 
 
(3) The agreement may stipulate recognition of the scientific work done at the 
foreign university or replacement of the viva voce by a joint examination in front 
of an Examination Board with examiners from both universities. The guidelines 
for Examination Boards in these Regulations are not binding for the bi-national 
Examination Board in respect to size and composition of the Board. The same 
applies for the defence and the Doctorate Board. 
 
(4) Further agreement can rule the language of the thesis to be other than Ger-
man or English if a six- to twelve- page abstract in German or English is includ-
ed in the thesis. The same applies for the viva voce and defence. 
 
(5) After the successful passing of the doctorate procedure, the candidate re-
ceives one doctoral certificate signed by representatives of both universities, or 
two separate certificates. From the certificate(s) it must be clear that the doctor-
ate was awarded in a joint doctorate procedure for the same scientific accom-
plishment. 
 
(6) A thesis that had been submitted to a foreign university and has not been 
accepted or was rejected cannot be re-submitted at the TU Bergakademie 
Freiberg. 
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III. HONORARY DOCTORATES 
 

§ 21 
Honorary doctorates 

 
(1) A proposal to award an honorary doctorate, setting out the grounds for it, 
can be submitted to the Senate by at least two university lecturers. If the Senate 
approves, the relevant Faculty Board will establish a committee of five university 
lecturers, chaired by the Faculty Dean or the Deputy Dean. The committee will 
produce the materials necessary for the Faculty Board to reach a decision. 
 
(2) The decision to award the proposed honorary doctorate requires a two-thirds 
majority of the Faculty Board, voting in a secret ballot. If it is decided to award 
the honour, the encomium can be drawn up in consultation with the person to 
be honoured. 
 
(3) The award of the honorary doctorate consists of a statement of the reasons 
for the honour, the presentation of the certificate by the Rector and the Dean of 
the relevant Faculty and an academic lecture by the honorary graduate. 
 
(4) If the honoured person is convicted of a criminal offence, the degree “Doctor 
Honoris Causa” must be withdrawn. 
 
 
IV. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
 

§ 22 
Failure to attend viva or public defence 

 
If the candidate fails to attend the viva or public defence at the arranged time 
without valid reasons then the doctorate will be deemed to have failed. 
 
 

§ 23 
Rights of access to information and appeal 

 
(1) Upon application, the candidate has the right of access to the doctoral file. 
 
(2) The candidate must apply in writing within one month of the announcement 
of the overall grade of the doctorate. The Dean will determine the time and 
place for the file to be inspected. 
 
(3) A written appeal against any decision made under these regulations can be 
lodged with the Dean of the relevant Faculty within one month of the decision 
being announced. The Dean must immediately inform the Faculty Board that 
there has been an appeal and pass the appeal to the Doctorate Board for com-
ment. 
 
(4) The Faculty Board must decide the appeal and inform the applicant within 
three months of its receipt. Its decision must be delivered to the appellant within 
this period. If this deadline cannot be met, the appellant must be informed of the 
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reasons. The decision regarding the appeal must be delivered in writing and the 
grounds for it must be set out. It must be accompanied by a statement of the 
appellant’s legal rights.  
 
 

§ 24 
Reapplication 

 
The candidate has the right to reapply for the re-opening of the doctoral proce-
dure if the first doctorate fails in accordance with § 12, paragraph 4; § 13, para-
graph 2; § 14, paragraph 7 or § 16, paragraph 5. Only one such reapplication 
for a doctorate is possible at the TU Bergakademie Freiberg. The earliest date 
for a reapplication is one year after the Dean’s announcement that the doctorate 
has failed. The reapplication will be decided in accordance with § 9. 
 
 

§ 25 
Doctoral degree revocation 

 
(1) The doctorate can be revoked if it emerges that the candidate materially 
misled the Faculty Board about the fulfilment of admission requirements or 
about the work undertaken for the degree. 
 
(2) Prior to the revocation of the doctorate, the candidate has the right to make 
a statement to the Faculty Board. 
 
(3) The Board of the Faculty which awarded the doctorate makes the decision 
to revoke it by a two-thirds majority. The Dean notifies the affected person in 
writing of the revocation and the reasons for it. This notification must be accom-
panied by an explanation of the recipient’s legal rights. The Dean also with-
draws the awarded doctoral certificate. 
 
 

§ 26 
Terms 

 
Masculine terms used in these regulations apply to male and female persons in 
equal measure. 
 
 

§ 27 
Coming into force of these regulations 

 
(1) These Doctorate Regulations come into force one day after they have been 
officially announced at the TU Bergakademie Freiberg. Simultaneously, the 
Doctorate Regulations of 2nd April 2009 subject to clause 5 will cease to be ef-
fective. These regulations also apply to candidates who started their doctoral 
project prior to the coming into force of these regulations but for whom doctoral 
procedure has not yet begun. For doctoral procedures begun before 3rd April 
2009, doctoral regulations from 2nd July 2001 apply. For doctoral procedures 
begun in the period from 3rd April 2009, up to the coming into force of these 
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regulations, the regulations from 2nd April 2009 apply, provided that two review-
ers for the assessment of the thesis are commissioned. § 9, paragraph 2 clause 
3, § 10, paragraph 1 clause 2 and § 10, paragraph 3 apply mutatis mutandis. 
 
(2) Issued in accordance with the resolutions of the Faculty Boards of  
 

- Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science on 8th December 2009 
- Faculty of Chemistry and Physics on 8th December 2009 
- Faculty of Geosciences, Geo-Engineering and Mining on 12th January 

2010 
- Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, Process and Energy Engineering on 

12th January 2010 
- Faculty of Materials Science and Materials Technology on 15th Decem-

ber 2009 
- Faculty of Economics and Business Administration on 8th December 

2009 
 
 
 
signed: 
Prof. Dr. Dempe 
Dean Faculty 1 
 
signed: 
Prof. Dr. Voigt 
Dean Faculty 2 
 
signed: 
Prof. Dr. Matschullat 
Dean Faculty 3 
 
signed: 
Prof. Dr. Ams 
Dean Faculty 4 
 
signed: 
Prof. Dr. Scheller 
Dean Faculty 5 
 
signed: 
Prof. Dr. Rogler 
Dean Faculty 6 
 
signed: 
Prof. Dr. Meyer 
Rector 
 
Freiberg, 16th March 2010 
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Appendix 1 
The title page layout of the submitted thesis 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Title) 

 

To the Faculty of ........................................................................................................................... 

 

of the Technische Universität Bergakademie Freiberg 

is submitted this 

THESIS 

to attain the academic degree of 

.......................................... 

(academic degree) 

......................................... 

(abbreviation) 

submitted 

 

by ........................................................................................................................... 

(academic degree, first name, surname) 

 

born on the ................................... in .......................................... 

 

 

 

Freiberg,  .............................. 

(date of submission) 

 

 

 



Non-official reading version 
TU Bergakademie Freiberg   15th July 2011 

 

24 
 

Appendix 2 
The title page layout of required copies of the thesis 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Title) 

 

To the Faculty of........................................................................................................................... 

of the Technische Universität Bergakademie Freiberg 

approved 

 

THESIS 

 

to attain the academic degree of 

.......................................... 

(Academic degree) 

......................................... 

(Abbreviation) 

submitted 

 

by........................................................................................................................... 

(academic degree, first name, surname) 

 

born on the ................................... in.......................................... 

 

Reviewers:  ................................................................................... 

                .................................................................................... 

                .................................................................................... 

                (title, academic degree, first name, surname, place) 

 

 

Date of the award .............................. 
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Appendix 3 Specimen of the Doctoral Certificate 

 

Technische Universität Bergakademie Freiberg 

 

The Faculty of......................................................... 

 

awards 

 

Mr./Ms.................................................................... 

 

born on the …..................in..................................... 

the academic degree 

.............................................................. 

(Dr..................................) 

 

For the specialist field............................................................ 

 

upon a regular or cooperative doctorate procedure, in which by means of the thesis, 

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................... 

 

the viva voce (if viva voce was replaced by other scientific work this work is to be named i.e. the 

structured doctorate studies or post-graduate school)  and the public defence the ability for in-

dependent research was demonstrated and passed with the overall grade 

..................................................... 

 

 

Supervisor 

Reviewer 

 

Freiberg,                     

 

(Official stamp) 

Rector                                                      Faculty Dean 
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Appendix 4 

 

Declaration 

 

I hereby declare that I completed this work without any improper help from a third party and 

without using any aids other than those cited. All ideas derived directly or indirectly from other 

sources are identified as such.  

In the selection and in the use of materials and in the writing of the manuscript I received sup-

port from the following persons: 

....................................................................... 

....................................................................... 

........................................................................ 

 

Persons other than those above did not contribute to the writing of this thesis. I did not seek the 

help of a professional doctorate-consultant. Only persons identified as having done so received 

any financial payment from me for any work done for me. 

This thesis has not previously been submitted to another examination authority in the same or 

similar form in Germany or abroad. 
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